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Claims 1 and 16 are not sufficiently supported by the Description. 

Claims 1 and 16 contain the phrase that says "a recording medium access 
device for accessing a recording medium having a plurality of functions . " 
However, what is disclosed in the meaning of PCT Article 5 is "a recording 
medium access device connected to a storage medium having a plurality 
of storage areas and an area selection unit for switching which storage 
area is to be used, and accessing the storage medium", and lacks in the 
support within the meaning of PCT Article 6. 

Moreover, claims 1 and 16 describes "switching of the operation of 
the recording medium" but what is disclosed within the meaning of PCT 
Article 5 is "switching of the operation of the area selection unit in 
the recording medium" and lacks in the support within the meaning of 
PCT Article 6. 

Claims 9 includes the phrase "the state of the plurality of switching 
units " but claims 1 and 8 which claim 9 refers to do not have the configuration 
indicating "the plurality of switching units" . What is disclosed in claim 
8 is "a plurality of switching states" and claim 9 lacks in clarity within 
the meaning of PCT Article 6. 

Moreover, if claim 9 is an invention supported by the configuration 
shown in Fig. 6B, the configuration of claim 9 does not refer to claim 
8 but should refer to claim 6 which explicitly disclosing a plurality 
of switching units. By the same reason, claim 23 should refer to claim 
21. 

Claim 21 describes "the adapter" and refers to claim 16. However, 
claim 16 does not contain such a configuration. Claim 21 is considered 
to refer to claim 20 containing the configuration of "the adapter". 

Claim 25 has the phrase "the report judgment step" and refers to claim 
23. By the same reason, claim 25 should refer to claim 24 containing 
the "report judgment step". 

Accordingly, claims 9, 21, 23, 25 lack in clarity within the meaning 
of PCT Article 6. 

Because of" the reasons given above, the search has been performed 
on the range, disclosed by and supported by the Description, i.e., the 
recording medium access device and the recording medium access method 
specifically described in the Description. 
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